PERPETUAL   ROMANCE
Everything attending a sea voyage, in fact, is indescribably
marvellous. The embarkation, so casual and so leisurely,
marked by extraordinary invasions on the part of non-
travellers, who swarm upon the decks and visit all the cabins,
and by great performances by hard-working cranes which
in large nets sweep masses of baggage from the landing stage
to the ship, is like a dream. We enter what seems to be an
immense hotel, where lifts carry us all day and every day up
and down from deck to deck. We explore our staterooms,
and scan eagerly the ingenuities by which we are to be sur-
rounded for the journey. We climb to the upper decks, and
survey the brilliant crowds gathered to watch our departure.
That heavy, shuddering roar of warning, the rumbling of
chains, and the running of sailors who have their caps strapped
beneath their chins, add to our excitement. The gangways
are removed. There is a breathless pau$e. Then the shore
takes on a peculiar uncertainty. We are moving. Handker-
chiefs are waved. There is a continuous fluttering. A thousand
voices fill our ears. We are off!
Deep below us, the waters are fluttering about the sides
of the ship, wavelets coming and going in remote ripplings.
We forge onward, very slowly, very majestically. The shores
move more rapidly. They reveal astonishing glimpses of a
land we have never seen. We go farther and farther. All the
fluttering kerchiefs swim together. We stand watching the
receding land with hearts that sink a little. Presently, as if
exhausted, but in reality because the truth of our adventure
is coming home to us, we begin to find the air chilly, and
move about. We pace the decks, or we go to our staterooms.
The little beds make us smile, and the little tablets which tell
us what to do if the ship is sinking or on fire make us feel
sober again. We are conscious of the faintest motion as the
ship encounters currents stronger than those of safe har-
bourage. The wind freshens. There are strange new scents
to be noted. It may be that we hear the bugler summoning
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